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Athletics from a Mediaal Viewpoint.
Dr. A. Abrahams, in lecturing on this subject in Manchester

on Jan. 24th, by means of a series of instantaneous photo-
graphs taken at critical phases of the movements of high
jumpers, sprinters at the start, in their progress, and
at the tape, hurdle jumpers, lawn tennis players,
cricketers, and footballers, showed how such photographic
records might be useful in exhibiting excellences or defects
in style. A committee had been appointed to collect infor-
mation and to inquire into the question of athletics with a
view to putting games on a scientific basis, to ascertain the
best methods of training. He had not been able to convince
himself that smoking made any difference, perhaps because
the athlete was always a very moderate smoker. He favoured
those forms of exercise which had a high psychological as
well as a physical value-tennis, golf, and the like. He did
not think much of the " constitutional "-of walking-nor
yet of swimming, because its physiological value was low
and the person was moving in an abnormal medium, and
perspiration was ineffective. Rowing was really a very severe
form of exercise, partly because of the peculiarities of the
breathing movements of the chest.

Jewish Hospital: A King Edward T-TTard.
In the annual report of the Jewish Hospital, Cbeetham, it

is stated that the King has honoured the hospital by per-
mitting a ward "to be named to the memory of His Majesty
King Edward." During the year 693 cases were treated in
the hospital and 6816 in the out-patients’ department. The
income fell short of the expenditure by ,c426. Mr. Adolph
Ahrens gave a donation of ,clOOO, while C250 each were
given by Mr. Mark Shaffer and Messrs. John Levy, J. N.

Levy, Harry Levy, and C. L. Levy.
Vaccination Exemptions and Officials’ Fees.

In the Altrincham, Wilmslow, and adjacent districts the
increasing number of vaccination exemptions has greatly
reduced the emoluments of the vaccination officers. In
view of this fact the Bucklow board of guardians on
Jan. 23rd decided to pay each officer 9d. for each exemption
granted since April last year. The first exemption was
granted only four years ago.

Important Cases under the Workmen’s Compensation Act.
The point as to whether a miner with only one eye can

work satisfactorily at the " coal face " was raised in the
Salford county court before Judge Stanger on Jan. 16th. A
miner claimed compensation from his employers in respect
of an accident which he met with in one of his mines in
December, 1908. While working at the "coal face " he
was struck by a piece of ironstone on the right eye. Com-

pensation was paid at the rate of 15s. 7d. per week until
April, 1910. Other and lighter work was found for him
for which he was paid 3s. 7d. per day with 6s. 7d.
per week partial compensation until August, 1911, when
his employers considered him fit to go back to his
work as miner. The question raised was whether a man
who had practically lost the sight of one eye was fit to
work at the "coal face," or only able to do the easier work
which a day wageman has to do. It was contended that as
the plaintiff was 52 years of age, and had lost an eye at
that age, after 30 years in the mine, it was practically im-
possible for him to adapt himself to the altered conditions,
having acquired his skill with the full use of his sight.
Evidence was given for the defence that the injured organ
had still a certain amount of capacity. The judge found that
the man was not fit to work in the mine, but only on the
surface, and awarded compensation at the rate of 6s. per week.
Another unusual case came before Judge Mellor on

Jan. 25th. The applicant was married to her late husband
in March, 1910, and he was killed while working as

a carter for the defendant in June of last year. The
widow had signed a paper expressing her willingness
to accept ,c170 in full settlement. If she was wholly
dependent she would be entitled to a full three years’
wages amounting to .6232. Before marriage she had earned
15s. per week ; after marriage she continued to work and
was still doing so. The registrar refused to sanction the
settlement on the ground that the amount was not adequate.
Ultimately a judgment for ,c192 was pronounced, as the
widow was not wholly dependent on the wages of her late
husband.

large Bequests for Hospitals and Charities.
Miss Helen Swindells, of Etmstead, Birkdale (formerly

of Bowdon), has left bequests, all free of duty, which include
the following :-University of Manchester, to be applied by
the Council of the University in aid of the Cancer Research
and Pathological Department of the said University,
Z5000; Manchester Royal Infirmary, &pound;4000 ; Manchester

Hospital for Consumption, Hardman-street, and St. Mary’s
Hospital, Manchester, each &pound;3000 ; Devonshire Hospital and
Buxton Bath Charity, Northern Counties Hospital for
Incurables, Manchester Children’s Hospital, Pendlebury,
Boys’ and Girls’ Refuges, Strangeways, Charter-street
Ragged Schools, Street Children’s Mission, Wood-street, and
Crippled Children’s Help Society, Cross-street, each Z2000 ;
Southport and Birkdale Nursing Society..61000; and the
sum of &pound;5000 to form a fund for distressed ladies.

Cost of Lunatics in Lancashire.
At the Ashton board of guardians there was a call from the

county council for &pound;18,369. This is largely due to the
increased cost of lunatics.
Jan. 30th. 

__________________

BRISTOL AND THE WESTERN COUNTIES.

(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENTS.)

Hospital Sunday in Bristol.
THE collections for the Lord Mayor’s Hospital Sunday

Fund were taken in Bristol on Jan. 28th. The statement
issued showed that the four principal institutions-the Royal
Infirmary, the General Hospital, the Children’s Hospital,
and the Eye Hospital-had been responsible for the treat-
ment of over 110,000 persons during 1910, their total
ordinary income amounting to Z7000 less than their ordinary
expenditure. During the years of its existence this fund has
amounted to over Z23,000. The result of this year’s
collections is, of course, not yet known, so that it is

impossible to say whether the total will be influenced

by the Insurance Act. The Lord Mayor, Mr. F. W. Wills,
speaking at the Colston Hall on the Sunday afternoon.
pointed out that the illness for which treatment was provided
by the Act was of a different type from that for which the
hospitals were responsible, and that it was therefore as neces-
sary as ever to subscribe liberally to their support. It was
also pointed out from at least one pulpit in the city that the
Act does not come into operation for six months, and that it
is therefore incumbent on the citizens to provide for the
upkeep of their hospitals during that period on the same
scale as heretofore. There is unfortunately reason to believe
that the subscription lists are already suffering as a result of
the Act; whether this falling-off is temporary or permanent
remains to be seen, and it is not yet possible to ascertain
the effect of the Act on the contributions of workpeople,
which form a large proportion of the regular income of the
Bristol hospitals. At the General Hospital and at the Royal
Infirmary the extension schemes, which are being pushed
forward, show no signs of interruption, the committees no
doubt realising that the public will need hospitals in the
future as in the past, and that money will have to be found
for their support, whether voluntarily or through Govern-
ment channels.

Brristol Eye Hospital.
The 101st annual meeting of the Bristol Eye Hospital was

held last week, the Lord Mayor being in the cbair. The
annual report stated that the increased accommodation pro-
vided by the centenary collections had been fully utilised ;
there had been 578 in-patients and 8258 out-patients, an

increase of 131 and 1257 respectively over the preceding year.
There was a deficit of Z47 on the year, which would have
been much greater had it not been for large anonymous
donations given in response to an urgent appeal made through
the press towards the end of the year. An additional L500
yearly in subscriptions is absolutely necessary. The Lord

Mayor said that he had been surprised to find from the report
bow large a number of the patients came from outlying-
towns and villages, and he had felt this to be so important
that he had addressed a special appeal for help through the
Sunday Fund to the clergy of the various places sending
patients to the hospital. Mr. F. Richardson Cross said, in refer-
ence to the Insurance Act, that its probable result would be
to increase, and not to relieve, the wor; of the hospital. He
also stated that no less than 932 of the patients seen at the
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hospital during 1911 came from the school medical officers,
although the education committee made no contribution
whatever to the funds of the institution. As most of these
are refraction cases a considerable strain is added to the
already arduous work of the staff.

Leotures to Voluntary Health Visitors.
The first of a series of elementary lectures for voluntary

health visitors and others, arranged jointly by the Mothers’
School, the Civic League, and the Bristol Women’s Local
Government Association, was given last week at the Uni-
versity of Bristol by Dr. Annie Cornall.

The Residenoe of a -District Medical Officer.
There has recently been some discussion by the Plymouth

board of guardians in reference to the residence of one of
its district medical officers. The gentleman in question
does not reside in his district, but has a branch surgery there
in telephonic communication with his house. The Local
Government Board was prepared to sanction the appoint-
ment for three years. After several guardians had spoken
highly of the medical officer’s kindness to the poor, a resolu-
tion that he should be appointed for three years was defeated
by four votes. It was then proposed that the appointment
should be advertised, but eventually an amendment was
carried to the effect that the medical officer should be given
another opportunity to comply with the guardians’ require-
ment that he should reside in his district.

Boric Acid in Sausages.
At the Exeter police court on Jan. 19th a local tradesman

was summoned for selling sausages containing boric acid.

Evidence showed that 1 lb. of sausages contained 52- 5

grains of boric acid. The bench fined the defendant S2
and costs.

. P-2-ovosed School Clinic at Plymouth.
The clinics subcommittee of the Plymouth Education Com-

mittee has recommended that the Board of Education be
asked to give its approval to a scheme for providing a
clinic for the children of parents who cannot afford to pay
for a private medical man or who cannot obtain treatment at
the various medical institutions in the town. The sub-
committee recommends that the conditions treated by the
school medical officer should be extractions of teeth, defects
of ear (suppurative), skin diseases (including ringworm,
scabies, and impetigo contagiosa), and pediculosis of the
scalp and body. The subcommittee adds that it is impossible
to state with any degree of certainty the number of children
who will require treatment, and recommends that the school
medical officer should have his salary increased by &pound;50 per
annum for the extra work he will be called upon to perform,
and that the sum of &pound;100 should be the limit of this ex-
penditure for the financial year.

The Teignmouth (Devon) Hospital..
At the annual meeting of the subscribers of the Teign-

mouth Hospital held on Jan. 24th it was stated that the
charity had been without a house surgeon for some six
months, and that the duties had been performed by the
honorary medical staff. Some discussion took place upon the
question of obtaining a house surgeon, and it was thought
that the salary of &pound; 80 per annum, which was offered, was not
sufficient. Eventually it was decided that the medical staff
should report upon the subject to the committee.

The South Devon and East Cornwall Hospital, Plymouth.
The treasurer of the South Devon and East Cornwall Hos-

pital states that during 1911 the institution received &pound;838
from the Hospital Sunday Fund and &pound;581 from the Hospital
Saturday collections.

Death of Brigade-Surgeon-Lieut.-Colonel T. G. Skardon.
Brigade-Surgeon Thomas Gray Skardon died at his residence,

" Simla," Paignton, Devon, on Jan. 24th, aged 75 years. He
received his medical education at St. Thomas’s Hospital,
London, and took the M.R.C.S. qualification in 1859. A

year lat er he entered the Indian Medical Service, serving
with the Bengal Army. After 25 years’ service in India he
retired and took up his residence at Paignton. He soon
became very popular there, and took great interest in all
local matters. He was a staunch Churchman, and with some
other residents was instrumental in the building of Christ
Church, Paignton. He was greatly interested in missionary
work. The funeral took place at Maker, near Plymouth..

Death of Dr. William Dashwood Kingdon.
Dr. W. Dashwood Kingdon died on Jan. 20th at his resi.

dence, Heavitree House, Exeter, in his ninety-ninth year.
The deceased, who received his medical education at

Edinburgh University, graduated M.D. in 1837, and in
the same year was admitted L.R.C.S. of Edinburgh. Dr.

Kingdon was well known and highly respected at Exeter,
and was at one time physician to the Exeter Dispensary and
resident medical superintendent of St. Thomas’s Lunatic
Hospital, Exeter. He had retired from active work for some
years. He took a great interest in Freemasonry, and was
stated to be the oldest" Mason " in the world. The funeral
took place at the Higher Cemetery, Exeter, on Jan. 25th.
Jan. 30th. 

___________________

IRELAND.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENTS.)

The National Insurance Act.
CONSIDERABLE surprise is felt and expressed that the

Insurance Commissioners, in their letter of Jan. 24th,
addressed to the British Medical Association, asking them to
appoint 20 members, selected from England, Scotland, and
Wales, to attend a conference on Feb. 2nd, have totally ignored
Ireland. Ireland has no medical benefits, it is true ; but, on
the other hand, workmen who come over to Ireland from
other parts of the United Kingdom, having previously regis-
tered there, will be entitled to receive medical benefits while
in Ireland, and in that country sanatorium and maternity
benefits exist under the Act. All sorts of medical certificates,
moreover, will be required, so it is not clear why Irish prac-
titioners are not asked to join in this preliminary conference.
At a meeting of the Ulster Branch of the British Medical
Association held in Belfast on Jan. 25th a discussion took

place in reference to the appointment of an organising com-
mittee for Ulster, and it was finally decided to ask the
Council of the Ulster Branch to select the names, taking care
that the various; towns and districts were fully represented.
The Presbyterian Church of Ireland and the Methodist
Church are taking action to form approved societies under the
Act, and it is also stated the Church of Ireland will act in
the same direction.

Irish Milk-supply.
The Vice-Regal Commission on Irish Milk-supply has con-

tinued its sittings. Last week Mr. E. Kennedy, of Straffan
Station Stud, expressed the opinion that tuberculous disease
was increasing steadily among cattle. Tainted milk was
mixed in the same creamery vat with sound milk, and all the
milk became tainted. He believed that an increased per-
centage of affected cattle was caused by feeding calves on
separated milk and by the bad conditions in which the cattle
were housed. A regular and recognised trade was being
done at fairs in these tuberculous cattle, or "spiners."
Cattle in an advanced state were sold as "sausage meat."
Miss Martha Lough, of Killeshandra, on the other hand,
said she was a strong believer in separated milk, and thought
it a most useful food for calves and people. Mr. J. H.
M’Grane, dairy inspector, South Dublin district council, was
not aware of a single case in his district of infectious disease
being traced to a dairy, or having been disseminated by the
milk of the district. Mr. J. D. Richardson, veterinary
inspector, North and South Dublin rural district councils,
said that the number of diseased animals in his district had
considerably decreased during the past three years. In
the city the owner of an animal that was destroyed
was compensated, but in rural districts no compensation
was given to the owner. He was in favour of the licensing
of dairy proprietors. Dr. John Lumsden, physician to
Mercer’s Hospital and chief medical officer to Guinness’s
brewery, said that since 1908 he had had under observation
120 sick babies that were supplied with milk from the dep&ocirc;t
of the Women’s Health Association at Sitric-road, and among
the 120 only 5 deaths had occurred, the ratio being 41 per
1000, as compared with 145 in the city. He had never seen
any harm result from the use of pasteurised milk. As a
clinical observer he had seen no harm result from the use of
boiled milk.

Reaeption at the Royal College of Surgeons.
The President of the Royal College of Surgeons and Mrs.

Robert Woods gave a reception to:.a large number.of visitors


